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It is difficult to impose healing on a person who is comfortable with the way 
things are. Such a person is likely to sabotage efforts to produce change. 

 

Prelude 

Welcome 

Moments of Silence to Prepare for Worship 

*Call to Worship  (Responsively) Lynda Wheat 
   Like the disciples, we are witnesses to the work of Christ 

  Let us follow him 
 Just as Christ has blessed his first disciples – we too have been  blessed 
  Let us, in turn, be a blessing to others 
 Just as his disciples were touched by love and responded in kind, 
  Let us, as a way of saying ‘thank you’ show others  what the love 
 of God means by the way we live together. 
 
 

*Those that are able, please stand, Congregation reads aloud the bold print. 
Please sign the pew pads and pass them to others in your row. 

 
*Responsive Reading  Lynda Wheat 
 Our God, be kind and bless us!   
  Be pleased and smile. 
  
  



 Then everyone on earth will learn to follow you, 
  and all nations will see your power to save us. 
 Make everyone praise you and shout your praises. 
  Let the nations celebrate with joyful songs,  
  because you judge fairly and guide all nations. 
 Make everyone praise you, God, 
  and shout your praises. 
 Our God has blessed the earth with a wonderful harvest! 
  Pray for his blessings to continue and for every-one 
   on earth to worship our God. 
 
*Hymn: #610  O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing  

An Invitation to Confession     Rev. Dr. N. Scott Cupp 
 The Apostle Paul  has said, “ the good we want to do, we often do not 
do – and the things we would rather not do we end up doing anyway.”  Such is 
life in the world we live in.  And the results are evident everywhere we look.  
Let us admit, to God and to one another, that we have failed to be the people 
we have tried to be and ask God’s forgiveness. 
 
Prayer of Confession and Reconciliation (Unison) 
 God of life, we confess that we continue in the ways of death even 
though we know the choices we make often contribute to our downfall. 
 You are faithful to your promises, but we continually look for ways to get 
around what you have told us to do and then wonder why circumstances go 
wrong. 
 You offer us the gift of peace, but we cling to the ways of violence and 
war. 
 You offer us freedom from fear and yet our fear wraps around us like a 
cold wet blanket. 



 You extend your mercy to us but somehow, we can’t seem to do the 
same for one another. 
 Forgive us, O Lord.  Heal our troubled ways and lead us so that we might 
live faithfully together before you. 
 

A time of silence.  Continue your prayer in silence … 
 

*Assurance of Grace 
 The wonder of God’s grace is simply this:  no matter what we think, say 
or do, God continues to love us and to forgive us each and every time we ask.  
There is nothing that can separate us from that love or bar our access to it. 
 Believe the good news – because of God’s incredible love, we are 
forgiven.  Let us extend that forgiveness to one another. 
 
Response of Praise:  #661 vs 1  His Eye is on the Sparrow  
  Why should I feel discouraged? Why should the shadows come? 
Why should my heart be lonely and long for heaven and home, when Jesus is 
my portion? My constant friend is he: his eye is on the sparrow and I know he 
watches me. I sing because I’m happy, I sing because I’m free, for his eye is on 
the sparrow, and I know he watches me.   
 
*Passing of the Peace 

Since God has made peace with us, 
 let us make peace with each other. 

The peace of  be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Please share the peace with one another. 
 
Children’s Sermon 
 (Followed by “Jesus Loves Me”) 



Prayer for Illumination (Unison) Lynda Wheat 

 God of life, your word is like a light in the dark – showing us the way of 
how to live and work together.  We ask that you speak to us in tones that are 
clear and easy to understand so we can put your desires for us into practice in 
a world that seems to be stumbling along in the dark.  Amen. 
Scripture Lessons 

Torah:    Deuteronomy  34.1-12 Lynda Wheat 

Moses left the lowlands of Moab. He went up Mount Pisgah to the peak of 
Mount Nebo, which is across the Jordan River from Jericho. The LORD showed 
him all the land as far north as Gilead and the town of Dan. He let Moses see 
the territories that would soon belong to the tribes of Naphtali, Ephraim, 
Manasseh, and Judah, as far west as the Mediterranean Sea. The LORD also 
showed him the land in the south, from the valley near the town of Jericho, 
known as The City of Palm Trees, down to the town of Zoar. 

The LORD said, “Moses, this is the land I was talking about when I solemnly 
promised Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob that I would give land to their descend-
ants. I have let you see it, but you will not cross the Jordan and go in.” 

And so, Moses the LORD's servant died there in Moab, just as the LORD had 
said. The LORD buried him in a valley near the town of Beth-Peor, but even to-
day no one knows exactly where. Moses was 120 years old when he died, yet 
his eyesight was still good, and his body was strong. 

The people of Israel stayed in the lowlands of Moab, where they mourned and 
grieved 30 days for Moses, as was their custom. 



Before Moses died, he had placed his hands on Joshua, and the LORD had given 
Joshua wisdom. The Israelites paid attention to what Joshua said and obeyed 
the commands that the LORD had given Moses. 

There has never again been a prophet in Israel like Moses. The LORD spoke face 
to face with him and sent him to perform powerful miracles in the presence of 
the king of Egypt and his entire nation. No one else has ever had the power to 
do such great things as Moses did for everyone to see. 

*Hymn: #796   We Come to You for Healing  

Gospel:   John 21.19b-22  Rev. Dr. N. Scott Cupp 

Jesus   said to Peter, “Follow me!” 

Peter turned and saw Jesus' favorite disciple following them. He was the same 
one who had sat next to Jesus at the meal and had asked, “Lord, who is going 
to betray you?” When Peter saw this disciple, he asked Jesus, “Lord, what 
about him?” 

Jesus answered, “What is it to you, if I want him to live until I return? You must 
follow me.” 

Gospel:   John 5.1-9 Rev. Dr. N. Scott Cupp 

Jesus went to Jerusalem for another Jewish festival. In the city near the sheep 
gate was a pool with five porches, and its name in Hebrew was Bethzatha. 

Many sick, blind, lame, and paralyzed people were lying close to the pool.  
Among them was a man who had been sick for 38 years. When Jesus saw the 
man and realized that he had been crippled for a long time, he asked him, “Do 
you want to be healed?” 



The man answered, “Sir, I don't have anyone to put me in the pool when the 
water is stirred up. I try to get in, but someone else always gets there first.” 

Jesus told him, “Pick up your mat and walk!” Right then the man was healed. 
He picked up his mat and started walking around. The day on which this hap-
pened was a Sabbath. 

 
The Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God! 
 

Meditation:   How Bad Do You Want It? Rev. Dr. N. Scott Cupp 

Offertory Invitation 

*Response: #716 (vs. 1) God whose giving knows no ending 
   God whose giving knows no ending, from your rich and 
endless store, nature’s wonder, Jesus wisdom, costly cross, grave’s shattered 
door: gifted by you, we turn to you, offering up ourselves in praise, thankful 
song shall rise forever, gracious do – nor of our days. 
 
*Prayer of Dedication   (Unison) 
 Blessed are you, O Lord our God, for giving us so many wonderful things.  
We marvel at your generous care of us and for all of creation.  Even more 
amazing is that you have given all of this into our care.  This morning we bring 
back a portion of that which you have given us as a way of showing our 
gratitude and faithfulness and we ask that you bless the works that we do in 
your name.  Amen. 
 
Announcements 
 
 



Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer  
 … We pray these in the spirit of our Lord who taught us to pray …  
 
Our Father, in heaven, your name is Holy. Your Kingdom come, Your will 
 be done on earth, as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our sin, in the same way we forgive those who have done wrong 
 to us.   
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.   
For Yours’ is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
*Closing Hymn: #372 O For a World  

 *Charge and Benediction 

Postlude 

Announcements: Please write any announcements or prayer requests on the 
paper provided in the Atrium and place them in the offering baskets. 

 

 

 
 

Welcome to our worship at Pebble Hill! 
If you are with us for the first time, we hope that you find our worship 

meaningful and our fellowship inviting. 
Please reach out to Pastor Elizabeth or 

Nancy Byrne to learn more about Pebble Hill Church. 
 
 
 



Church Staff   

Rev. Elizabeth Lyman, Pastor  pastorphpc@twcny.rr.com 
Bette Kahler, Organist/Choir Master  4bkahler@gmail.com 
Mara Miller, Office Administrator  officeadmin@twcny.rr.com 
Carrie Farmer, Christian Education  CEphpc@gmail.com 
Finance Office  financephpc@twcny.rr.com 
Bob Wolff, Sexton   
Nancy Byrne, New Members’ Ministry  nancyphippsbyrne@gmail.com 

 
Please keep in your prayers this week   
 
 We pray for Claire M as she recovers from COVID. 
 We pray for all those affected by the shootings in Buffalo, including our 

local family, the Drury’s. 
 We pray for Steve Eidt’s son, Matthew who is facing health issues. 
 We pray for Jean Soper’s niece, Dana, who is facing surgery. 
 We pray for Linda Kaiser as she continues to recover from her accident. 

We pray that she will be well enough to travel north soon.   
 We pray for Dick Hackney who is experiencing health issues. 
 We pray for Pastor Elizabeth’s brother, John who has been diagnosed 

with cancer. We pray for her sister and family as they grieve the loss of 
her brother-in-law, Tim. 

 We pray for Izaskun Horton and family, friends of Cindi and Mark. She is 
now under Hospice care.  

 We pray for the people of Ukraine. Be with those who have lost 
loved ones. Be with those fighting for Ukraine. Be with the refugees. 
Instill mercy in the Russian troops. Please grant wisdom to all the 
world leaders involved in this crisis.  

mailto:4bkahler@gmail.com
mailto:CEphpc@gmail.com
mailto:financephpc@twcny.rr.com


 We pray for all of our members and friends who are not able to 
worship with us in person. 

 

Complete Prayer List and Announcements are in the Crosscurrents newsletter. 

 
Announcements: 
 
Please consider attending the ACTS dinner on May 24th. Pebble Hill is a 
member of ACTS, and Lennie Turner serves on the Board of Directors.  Basic 
ticket cost is $75. 
As there is no assigned seating, we think it is simpler if people make their own 
reservations on an individual basis directly with ACTS. You can mail a check to 
Acts, or you can call the office and give your credit card information over the 
phone. Barrie Gewanter, ACTS Operations Manager, is in the office from 10 am 
to 6 pm on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday.   

Thank you, Bill Byrne, Deacon 
 
Join the Deacons at Pebble Hill Church in supporting CNY Diaper Bank's 

Make a Mother's Day  MATCH CAMPAIGN & DIAPER DRIVE 
 

Pebble Hill Church is once again sponsoring/hosting a diaper drive for CNY 
Diaper Bank.  

Thousands of local mothers are struggling to keep up with the cost of basic 
needs like diapers. 

You can bring diapers to church (sizes 4 and above are really needed), or you 
can donate to Pebble Hill and put "diaper bank" in the memo line. You can 
also donate open bags of diapers.  Thank you. The Deacons 



      
 

When you make a decision to host a blood drive, you help change lives. 
 

Dear Maggie and all of our friends at Pebble Hill Presbyterian Church, 
 
Thank you for your help with coordinating the May blood drive at PHPC. We 
ask you please share the Impact Statistics with your congregation along with 
our message of gratitude for all who supported the blood drive. 
Below are the stats from the event: 
  
Goal: 27 units (what we average at your blood drives) Appts: 24 
Registered: 22 donors, Collected: 20 units, 2 first time donors 
 
Blood donated at this event will be made into lifesaving blood products to help 
potentially 60 patients! 
  
Thank you for your continued partnership and hope you have a great summer! 
  
Katherine Stepanian 
Senior Account Manager II 
American Red Cross Blood Services 
Eastern NY Region | Syracuse District 
 
 
 



 
From the Witness to Racial Reconciliation Team 
  
Recent events prove once again how important it is to understand our history 
in terms of how issues related to race and racism have played out over time.  If 
we truly want to turn aside the hate that still infects our nation's soul, we must 
understand its roots.  The Witness to Racial Reconciliation Team will offer 3 
more sessions to explore these issues before summer break.  Sessions will 
remain on Zoom and occur on Wednesday evenings from 7 - 8::30 pm.  Topics 
are below.  Please consider joining us! 
 
May 25: Racism and Immigration Policy 
June 1: The Impact of Racism on Native Americans 
June 8: The Impact of Racism on Asian Americans 
  
If you plan on joining us on May 25, please check out the following short 
articles beforehand if you have the time.   
How the Irish Became White;   https://sites.pitt.edu/~hirtle/uujec/white.html 
White Immigrants Weren't Always Considered White and 
acceptable:  https://andscape.com/features/white-immigrants-werent-always-
considered-white-and-acceptable/  
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PEBBLE HILL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Office Hours: Monday – Thursday 9:00 am–1:00 pm  

5299 Jamesville Rd., DeWitt, NY 13214 

(315) 446-0960    www.phpchurch.org 
 

 
 

This Week at Pebble Hill 5/22-5/28 
 

Sunday  10:00 am  PHPC Worship Service - Sanctuary 

Monday  6:00 pm  Spiritual Discernment Council - Forum 

Tuesday  9:30 am 
5:00 pm 
5:30 pm 

 Bluebirds – Forum 
Daisy’s Girl Scout Troop – Kid’s Room 
ACTS Annual Dinner - Drumlins 

Wednesday:  10:00 am  
4:30 pm 

 Syracuse Memory Café Planning Committee - FH 
Bluebirds – Forum 

Thursday:  9:30 am 
4:30 pm 

 Bluebirds – Forum 
Bluebirds – Forum 

  6:00 pm   Girl Scouts: NL – Kid’s room & Nursery 

Friday  8:00 am 
9:30 am 

10:30 am 

 Spinning Babies - FH 
Bluebirds – Forum 
Pastor’s Gathering - Lounge 

Saturday   8:00 am  
9:00 am 
4:00 pm 

 Spinning Babies – FH 
Bluebirds – Forum 
Schola Cantorum Rehearsal - Sanctuary 

 

 

  

http://www.phpchurch.org/


 

 

 

Thank you to today’s ministry assistants: 

 Cindi and Mark Ferguson, Ushers 

 

 

THANKS TO 

REV. DR. N SCOTT CUPP - PREACHER 

REV. ELIZABETH LYMAN – TRANSITIONAL PASTOR 

BETTE KAHLER – DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

LYNDA WHEAT – LITURGIST 

 

 

THANKS TO THOSE  

WHO ARE LIVE STREAMING THIS MORNING’S SERVICE 

 

 

 


