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Worship for Sunday, December 4, 2022 
2nd Sunday of Advent 

 
Prelude    French Carol     Fedak  
 
Meditation (in preparation for worship) 
 
 “ To be a Christian means among other things to be willing if necessary to 
sacrifice even your highest principles for God’s or your neighbor’s sake-the way 
a Christian pacifist must be willing to pick up a baseball bat if there’s no other 
way to stop a man from savagely beating a child. 
       Frederick Buechner 
       in Wishful Thinking 
 
          "...may the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your 
hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of Jesus Christ..." 
                                                                                 Philippians 4:7 
 
          "The sophisticated arguments of those who say the issues of war and 
peace are too complex for us to understand seduce us into feelings of 
uselessness." 
                                                                                 Henri Nouwen 
                                                                                in The Road to Peace 
     
Welcome!                                                                        
We are so glad you are here! If you are new or visiting, please sign the guest pad in 

the pews so that we may get to know you better and send you our e-newsletter. 
Please join us for refreshments during our Fellowship Hour after the service.   

 

*Please stand if you are able. Congregation reads responses in bold print. 



Lighting the Candle of Peace      Janine Bernard, Chris Klemperer, Margo Sampson 
 
Scripture: Isaiah 11: 1-9 
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of 
his roots. The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the 
fear of the LORD. His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge 
by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness 
he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he 
shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips 
he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and 
faithfulness the belt around his loins. The wolf shall live with the lamb, the 
leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling 
together, and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze, 
their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The 
nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put 
its hand on the adder's den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy 
mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters 
cover the sea. 

 
 

*Hymn #82      Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus   Hyfrydol  
 
 
 
Call to Confession            Aminy Audi 
 
 
 
 



Prayer of Confession           Aminy Audi 
          God, in whom all hearts find welcome:  we confess that we have not yet 
made room in our hearts for the child Christ.  We find the coming birth yet one 
more event on our already crowded schedules.  Like Bethlehem at census time, 
we have little room for anything we haven't planned.  Like the harried 
innkeeper, who had no room for Mary and Joseph, we relegate Christ to some 
out-of-the-way corner of our lives without really intending to do so.  We find 
ourselves juggling people and obligations.  We're torn between compassion for 
the needy and the reality of what little we can do.  God, help us!  In the midst 
of our busy, burdened lives, have mercy upon us.  Grant us the peace to 
welcome and receive the one who always has time for us.... 
 
Silent Prayer   A Time of Silence 

[Please take this time in silence to offer your own prayers of confession—
confessing your need for God and naming those barriers that keep you from 

knowing life as God’s beloved child.] 
 

Collect  #469 Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying   

   Lord, listen to your children praying. 
   Lord, send your spirit in this place. 
   Lord, listen to your children praying. 
        Send us love; send us power; send us grace. 
                       
Declaration of Pardon 
                                   Friends, believe the good news 
                                      In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven 
                                   May Christ be born again in you 
                                               And also with you 
*Passing the Peace 



*Gloria (refrain Angels We Have Heard on High)    

    Glo----ri-a in ex-cel-sis De - o  

   Glo----ri-a in ex-cel-sis De - o  

 

Children's Conversation 
 
*Hymn #121    O Little Town of Bethlehem v.1   
    
Scripture:     Mathew 3:1-12    Aminy Audi 
 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaim-
ing, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is the one of whom the 
prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.’  Now John wore clothing of 
camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild 
honey.  Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region around the Jordan were going 
out to him, and they were baptized by him in the River Jordan, confessing their sins. 
But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptism, he 
said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming 
wrath?  Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance, and do not presume to say to 
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor,’ for I tell you, God is able from these 
stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the 
trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown 
into the fire. “I baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming af-
ter me is more powerful than I, and I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will bap-
tize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will 
clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary, but the chaff he 
will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

 
*Hymn    Lord Christ, When First You Came to Earth    vv. 1-3 
    (See next page for Hymn) 



  A A 



A Few Words about Scripture             Rev. Stuart Hayes 
 
Offering 
 

 Anthem  Veni Emmanuel      E. George 
  
   *Doxology 

. 

 *Dedication        

     
 
Announcements         Moment for Mission  Christmas Joy Offering 
 
Joys and Concerns 
 
Prayer 
 
Invitation to Communion 
 
*Hymn #347     Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence   Picardy 
 
Thanksgiving 
                             The Lord be with you 
                             And also with you 
                             Lift up your hearts 
                             We lift them up to the Lord 
                             Give thanks for God is good 
                             God’s love is everlasting 
                             God of everlasting love....to pray, saying 
 



The Lord's Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy  
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us, and lead us  
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and  
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 
The Bread and Cup 
 
Prayer 
 
*Hymn #123    It Came Upon the Midnight Clear    vv. 1&5         Willis 
 
Benediction 
 
Postlude  O, How Shall I Receive Thee    Diemer 
 
                             

 

 

  

       

Welcome to our worship at Pebble Hill! 
If you are with us for the first time, we hope that you find our worship 

meaningful and our fellowship inviting. 
Please reach out to Pastor Stuart or 

Nancy Byrne to learn more about Pebble Hill Church. 
 
 
 
 



Church Staff   

Rev. Stuart Hayes, Pastor  stuarthayes08@gmail.com 
Bette Kahler, Organist/Choir Master  4bkahler@gmail.com 
Mara Miller, Office Administrator  officeadmin@twcny.rr.com 
Carrie Farmer, Christian Education  CEphpc@gmail.com 
Finance Office  financephpc@twcny.rr.com 
Bob Wolff, Sexton   
Nancy Byrne, New Members’ Ministry  nancyphippsbyrne@gmail.com 

 
Please keep in your prayers this week   
 
 In Advent, a season of waiting, we stand in prayerful solidarity with those 

who wait for what they need.  
 We pray for all caregivers. 
 We pray for New Jerusalem and Eastern Farmworkers as they assist 

those in need in our communities. 
 We pray for the victims of floods and storms throughout the world.  
 We pray for all those experiencing famine throughout the world. 
 We pray for the people of Ukraine. 
 We pray for this country; may it find peace from all the discord. 
 We pray for the Elders and Deacons of this church. We pray for the PNC. 

 
 
Announcements 
 
Communion Servers are needed for January 8. Please sign up in the Atrium or 
contact the church office. 
 
 
 

mailto:4bkahler@gmail.com
mailto:CEphpc@gmail.com
mailto:financephpc@twcny.rr.com


An Inquirers Class will be offered in January.  Visitors who have been worshiping 
at PH and would like to know more about this Faith Community are invited to 
attend. The two classes will be held Sunday morning after Worship.  Please 
speak with Nancy Byrne or Pastor Hayes if you have any questions.   

 
 

This Week at Pebble Hill 12/04-12/10 
 

Sunday  6:00 pm 
6:30 pm 

 Master’s Touch Rehearsal – Forum 
Schola Cantorum Rehearsal – Sanctuary 

Monday  6:00 pm  PNC Committee  – Forum 

Tuesday  9:30 am 
12:00 pm 
5:00 pm 
6:00 pm 
6:00 pm 

 Bluebirds - Forum 
PHPC Women’s Christmas luncheon – Century Club 
Daisy Girl Scout Troop – Kindergarten Room 
Deacon’s Meeting - Zoom 
Syracuse Chorale Rehearsal – FH  

Wednesday  2:00 pm 
4:30 pm 
5:30 pm 

 Nottingham worship service – The Nottingham 
Bluebirds – Forum 
Property Committee Meeting - Atrium 

Thursday  5:00 pm 
6:30 pm 

 Salt Lake City Ukulele – FH 
Choir Practice – Choir Loft 

Friday  9:30 am  Bluebirds - Forum 

Saturday   9:00 am 
9:00 am 
2:30 pm 

 Christmas Tree installation – Sanctuary 
Bluebirds - Forum 
Schola Cantorum Rehearsal - Sanctuary 

 
 

PEBBLE HILL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Office Hours: Monday – Thursday 9:00 am–1:00 pm  

5299 Jamesville Rd., DeWitt, NY 13214 
(315) 446-0960    www.phpchurch.org 

 

http://www.phpchurch.org/


 
 

Thank you to today’s ministry assistants: 
Janine Bernard- Usher 

          Communion Servers 

Jackie Talcik,  
Deedee Elleman, Donna Sognefest 

          Communion Preparers  

Linda Kaiser, Donna Sognefest 
 

            

    REV. STUART HAYES – BRIDGE PASTOR 

BETTE KAHLER – DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 
AMINY AUDI– LITURGIST 

 
 

THANKS TO THOSE WHO ARE LIVE STREAMING THIS MORNING’S SERVICE. 
 

 
 

 
 
 


