Pebble Hill
Presbyterian Church

Worship for September 18, 2022

Worship for Sunday, September 18, 2022
15th Sunday after Pentecost
Worship 10AM
“What do we live for, if it is not to make life less difficult for each other?”
George Eliot
Prelude
Welcome
We are so glad you are here! If you are new or visiting, please sign the guest
pad in the pews, so that we may get to know you better and send you our enewsletter. Please join us for refreshments during our Fellowship Hour.
*Please stand if you are able. Congregation reads the bold print.

*Call to Worship
Based on Luke 16:1-13
Maggie Reid
Please Stand for the Call to Worship. Let us pray:
Jesus reminds us today that,“You cannot serve God and wealth.”
Open us to your truth, Lord.
Open our hearts to honesty.
Let us enter worship humbly, ready to realign our faith according to God’s Word
Come. Let us worship God!
*Opening Prayer
Maggie Reid
Let us pray: We draw near to you, O God, Source of all understanding,
and ask you to draw near to us. Teach us your wisdom from above, that we may
bear good fruit in our lives. Root us beside the streams of your wisdom that the
green leaves of our goodness may not wither. Amen.

* Hymn #409

God is Here!

Abbots Leigh

Prayer of Confession and Reconciliation
Rev. Elizabeth Lyman
Let us bring to the Lord our prayers of confession and reconciliation. Let us
pray:
Savior God, we are indebted to you and your generosity. But we fail to
forgive our debtors. We confiscate and consume far more than our fair
share. We neglect the poor and trap people in poverty, claiming that debt
forgiveness is unfair. God, liberate us from our spiritual and moral bondage.
Grant us a season of jubilee. Reorder our communities so that all may
contribute, and all may thrive. Amen.
A Time of Silence
[Please take this time in silence to offer your own prayers of confession—confessing your need for
God and naming those barriers that keep you from knowing life as God’s beloved child.]

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Rev. Elizabeth Lyman
God lightens the load of those overly burdened, supports and strengthens
those who have been knocked down. Claim the forgiveness God so graciously
offers. Know the new life Christ has given us. Amen.
*RESPONSE in Praise #591

Halle, Halle, Hallelujah!(Sing twice)
Halle, Halle, Halle-lujah!
Halle, Halle, Halle-lujah!
Halle, Halle, Halle-lujah!
Hallelujah! Hallelujah!

*Passing of the Peace
Since God has made peace with us, let us make peace with each other.

The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
Please share the Peace of Christ with each other
Children’s Sermon
(We sing “Jesus Loves me as our children leave for Sunday school)
Prayer for Illumination
Maggie Reid
Let the words of our mouths and the meditation of our hearts be acceptable to
you, O Lord, our rock and our redeemer. As we approach your Word, may we
be ready to receive the message you intend for us today. Amen.
Scriptures
Psalm 113:1-8

The Message

Hallelujah!
You who serve God, praise God!
Just to speak his name is praise!
Just to remember God is a blessing—
now and tomorrow and always.
From east to west, from dawn to dusk,
keep lifting all your praises to God!
God is higher than anything and anyone,
outshining everything you can see in the skies.
Who can compare with God, our God,
so majestically enthroned,
Surveying his magnificent
heavens and earth?
He picks up the poor from out of the dirt,

Maggie Reid

rescues the forgotten who’ve been thrown out with the trash,
Seats them among the honored guests,
a place of honor among the brightest and best.
Hallelujah!
Anthem

St. Francis’ Prayer

Bonnemere

Luke 16:1-15
The Message
Rev. Elizabeth Lyman
Jesus said to his disciples, “There was once a rich man who had a
manager. He got reports that the manager had been taking advantage of his
position by running up huge personal expenses. So he called him in and said,
‘What’s this I hear about you? You’re fired. And I want a complete audit of
your books.’
“The manager said to himself, ‘What am I going to do? I’ve lost my job
as manager. I’m not strong enough for a laboring job, and I’m too proud to
beg. . . . Ah, I’ve got a plan. Here’s what I’ll do . . . then when I’m turned out
into the street, people will take me into their houses.’
“Then the manager went at it. One after another, he called in the
people who were in debt to his master. He said to the first, ‘How much do
you owe my master?’
“He replied, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.’
“The manager said, ‘Here, take your bill, sit down here—quick now—
write fifty.’
“To the next he said, ‘And you, what do you owe?’
“He answered, ‘A hundred sacks of wheat.’
“He said, ‘Take your bill, write in eighty.’
“Now here’s a surprise: The master praised the crooked manager! And
why? Because he knew how to look after himself. Streetwise people are
smarter in this regard than law-abiding citizens. They are on constant alert,

looking for angles, surviving by their wits. I want you to be smart in the same
way—but for what is right—using every adversity to stimulate you to creative
survival, to concentrate your attention on the bare essentials, so you’ll live,
really live, and not complacently just get by on good behavior.”
Jesus went on to make these comments:
If you’re honest in small things,
You’ll be honest in big things;
If you’re a crook in small things,
You’ll be a crook in big things.
If you’re not honest in small jobs,
who will put you in charge of the store?
No worker can serve two bosses:
He’ll either hate the first and love the second
Or adore the first and despise the second.
You can’t serve both God and the Bank.”
The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
Sermon
* Hymn #773

Rev. Elizabeth Lyman
Heaven Shall Not Wait

Heaven Shall Not Wait

Offertory Invitation
Remember that Jesus said: “It is more blessed to give than to receive.”
Offertory

*Doxology #607

Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise Christ, all people her below;
praise Holy Spirit evermore;
praise Triune God, whom we adore.

Old Hundreth

Prayer of Dedication
Holy God, these offerings are only a portion of all that you have given us. We
gratefully present these gifts and entrust them to your work in this world. May
our gifts share the Good News of the gospel to those who are in need. May
these gifts help unburden those with the heaviest of loads. Amen.
Announcements

Moment for Mission

Gary Quirk

Joys and Concerns
Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer
Thank you, God, for this new day; for the morning sun that rises in hope,
a hot cup of coffee, the chance to kiss loved ones goodbye on their way to
school or work.
Thank you, God, for the purpose and meaning of our lives; for your call to
serve and love our neighbors; for the knowledge that we can make a difference
through a smile, a gesture, a gift of time, talent or treasure.
Thank you, God, for moments of pause that frame our lives with spiritual
meaning; morning meditation or evening devotions when we rest in your
presence and recollect, with gratitude, your abundant blessings.
Thank you, God, even for the problems and pain; injustices frustrate and
overwhelm, but also call us to collective action and inspire us to right what is
wrong. Melt our hearts with compassion, God, for the poor, the oppressed, the

marginalized, for all those in need of your saving grace and your liberating love.
Mold us as your hands and feet of action. Make us the answers to our prayers.
Finally, hear us, God of mercy, as we lift our heartfelt concerns to you
and pray silently for those whose specific burdens weigh heavy on our
hearts …
United as a community of faith and as the Body of Christ,
we lift
these prayers up to you, Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer. Hear us as we join
our hearts and our voices in praying the prayer Christ taught us to pray by
saying,
“Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and
forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us, and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.”
*Hymn #539

We Will Go Out with Joy

We Will Go Out with Joy

*Charge and Benediction
May we leave this house of worship strengthened by the Spirit,
renewed by God’s Grace and supported by the Body of Christ.
May the grace, hope, peace and love of God the Creator,
Redeemer and Sustainer be with us now and always. Amen.
Postlude

Welcome to our worship at Pebble Hill!
If you are with us for the first time, we hope that you find our worship
meaningful and our fellowship inviting.
Please reach out to Pastor Elizabeth or
Nancy Byrne to learn more about Pebble Hill Church.

Church Staff
Rev. Elizabeth Lyman, Pastor
Bette Kahler, Organist/Choir Master
Mara Miller, Office Administrator
Carrie Farmer, Christian Education
Finance Office
Bob Wolff, Sexton
Nancy Byrne, New Members’ Ministry

pastorphpc@twcny.rr.com
4bkahler@gmail.com
officeadmin@twcny.rr.com
CEphpc@gmail.com
financephpc@twcny.rr.com
nancyphippsbyrne@gmail.com

Please keep in your prayers this week
 We pray for Cheryl Dunseath as she recovers from an accident. We pray
that her move goes smoothly.
 We pray for Pam Wildridge’s father, who is recovering from a fall.
 We pray for Shirley and Jerry Weimer’s granddaughter, Zoe Bender who’s
surgery last week to help with her breathing was successful and for their
grandson, 4 year old Kemmie, who needs continued care with his autism.
 We pray for Jean Snow as she settles in at Brookdale, Manlius. The
address is 100 Flume Road Room 261, Manlius, NY 13104.
 We pray for all caregivers.
 We pray for New Jerusalem and Eastern Farmworkers as they assist
those in need in our communities.
 We pray for the victims of floods and storms throughout the world. For
those in the Midwest and Southwest, for those in Uganda and for those
in Pakistan.
 We pray for the people of the Ukraine. We pray for a peaceful resolution
of the war.
 We pray for all those experiencing famine throughout the world.
 We pray for those mourning the death of Queen Elizabeth.
 We pray for this country, may it find peace from all the discord.

 We pray for the Elders and Deacons of this church. We pray for Pastor
Elizabeth and for all the staff. We pray for the PNC.

Announcements
After the service today, our forum will continue to consider the impact of the
COVID 19 pandemic on our faith, our culture, and our individual lives. Please
join us and share your thoughts, whether or not you were there last week.
Forum is from 11:15 to 12:15.
Help needed for nursery care: We need occasional help when we have children
younger than 4 years old in worship. Please consider being a volunteer. We are
asking that people commit to being available one Sunday a month. There is a
sign-up sheet in the Atrium.
Communion will be served on October 2 and November 6. Volunteers are
needed to serve the elements to the congregation. Anyone who is currently an
elder or deacon or who has been ordained previously is eligible to serve. Men
of the congregation please don’t let this become a women-only
function. There is a signup sheet in the atrium, or call the church office to
volunteer.

Our next serving is Saturday, October 1, 12:30 - 3:00. There is a volunteer
sign-up sheet in the atrium. Take a Saturday afternoon to serve those in our
community who are food insecure.

As we are all aware, drought, flood, war and the disruptions caused by Covid
have resulted in widespread food insecurity, famine and starvation. We have
the opportunity to help those in need by supporting CROP as a walker or sponsor. The walk is Sunday, October 16. Speak with David Hitchcock for details.

A gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the church to promote
the Peace of Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the
world. Individual congregations are encouraged to utilize up to 25% of this
Offering to connect with the global witness of Christ's peace. Mid councils retain an additional 25% for ministries of peace and reconciliation. The remaining 50% is used by the Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and
justice in cultures of violence, including our own, through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness. We will receive the offering on Sunday, October 2nd.

PEBBLE HILL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Office Hours: Monday – Thursday 9:00 am–1:00 pm
5299 Jamesville Rd., DeWitt, NY 13214
(315) 446-0960  www.phpchurch.org

This Week at Pebble Hill 09/18-9/24
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday

Wednesday:
Thursday:

Friday
Saturday

11:15 am
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
9:30 am
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
4:30 pm
9:30 am
4:30 pm
6:30 pm
9:30 am
9:00 am
10:00 am
2:00 pm

Forum: Pandemic Part 2 – Forum room
The Master’s Touch Chorale Rehearsal – Forum
PNC Meeting - Forum
Bluebirds – Forum
Session meets - Forum
Syracuse Chorale - FH
Bluebirds -Forum
Bluebirds – Forum
Bluebirds – Forum
Choir Practice – Choir Loft
Bluebirds - Forum
Bluebirds – Forum
Schola Cantorum Rehearsal - Sanctuary
Schola Cantorum Rehearsal - Sanctuary

Thank you to today’s ministry assistants:
Jean Soper and Carole Taylor - Ushers
REV. ELIZABETH LYMAN – PASTOR
BETTE KAHLER – DIRECTOR OF MUSIC
MAGGIE REID– LITURGIST
Parts of the liturgy from © Presbyterian Outlook, 2022. Liturgy written by Teri McDowell Ott.

Flowers for this morning’s service were donated by Carol Ganotis and Nancy Stewart.
Thank you.

THANKS TO THOSE WHO ARE LIVE STREAMING THIS MORNING’S SERVICE

